A CHRONICLE OF
CORONATION MALPAS

Malpas from 1952 to 1954 through reports and
photographs from the ‘Chester Chronicle’ together

with some additional archive material
(researched and written by David Hayns)




Images of the Chester Chronicle are stored on microfilm at the
Cheshire Record Office in Chester. These images are not of
sufficiently sharp quality to produce reasonable photographs so the
County Archivist kindly arranged for the original bound files of the
newspaper covering 1952, 1953 and 1954 to be brought up from the
Record Office’s out-store in a disused salt mine, deep underground
at Winsford. Here the environmental conditions are perfect for
document storage and the mine is used for this purpose by many
organisations. Thanks are due to Michael Green, who was the
Executive Editor of the Chester Chronicle at that time, for granting
permission for the photographs to be published. Thanks too for the
help received towards this presentation from lan & Pauline
Lawrence and Mary Davis.



SOCIAL EVENTS



The Farming Community

Naturally in this agricultural area much of
the social activity in Malpas revolved
around the farming community. Many
farmers were also involved with fox-
hunting and belonged to the Wynnstay or
one of the other local hunts. The Malpas
Farmers’ Daughters Dance is something
that would be unlikely to happen today —
perhaps it was an opportunity for the
daughters to meet potential partners!



MALPAS YOUNG FARMERS'
CLUB

A Fancy Dress Ball
will be held in the
JUBILEE HALL - MALPAS

' FRIDAY, JANUARY 18th, 1952.
~ Dancing 8 -
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Nantwich. | \ALPAS YOUNG FARMERS'

MIDDLEWICH BEAT
MALPAS IN Y.F.C. QUIZ

In the second round of the FPedera-
‘ion Quiz competition for Youne
Farmers' Clubs held at the Town Hall
on Thursday las. week, the Middiewich
tealn won by 524 pointz agzainst 45
by Malpas. All the questions related
to agriculture and the answers revealed
wide knowledge and sound ) ent,
huﬁ .} Platt % and welco
the Maipag team a ¢ qnlz-mntu&
Mr. T. Cooper, weil kncwn member of
the Sireiton Chub, Mr. Haggie,
Cheshire AB.C. Advisory Officer. and
Mrs. Shelmadine, of Aliostock The
timekeeper was Mr. Howarih The
Malpas team consisied of Messrs, P,
Claire, D, Allen T. Moore, G J

Siddorn and J Parsonage, with the
Misses Q. M. Cornes and J.

|

Tickers

o
Ly
<




NATIONAL FARMERS’ UNION
{Malpas Branch).

‘The Annual

WHIST MWE and DANCF.

NATIONAL FARMERS' UNION
(Malpas Branch)
THE ANNUAL

Whist Drive & Dance|
at THE JUBILEE HALL, mu.mr
WEDNESDAY, 28th Jam_mx 58

NATIONAL FARMERS' UNION
(MALPAS BRANCH)

The ANNUAL BALL‘

~ will be held at 2
rhe Jubxlée: Hall Malpas




MALPAS FARMERS' HUNT

BALL

FRIDAY, JANUARY 30th,
2t The JUBILEE HALL, MALPAS,

KINMELL HALL BAND.
Tickets .. price £1.1.0.

Apply Mrs G. Blooks The Holgh Iy

- Malpas.

Preliminary Notice,

MALPAS FARMERS' DAUGHTERS.

* A DANCE *

to he held in the

JUBILEE HATL - MALPAS.
on

FRIDAY, JANUARY 29th, 1954

|




SIR W. W. WYNN'S HUNT

The
ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING

wili be nelo in the

JUBILEE HALL MALPAS

on WEDNESDAY. 2311! .IA!\ 195!
- al3pm
All Landowners, Covert Owners. Sub-
scribers and Tenant Farmers within

the boundaries »f the Bugtwenum;l :
toamnd.tn dltkmm mbers of the |

Hunt, md

SIR W. W. WYNN’S HUNT

HE ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING
of the Hunt will be held in the
JUBILEE HALL, MALPAS, on Friday,
6th FEBRUARY. 1953, at 2-30 p.m.
All Landowners, Covert Owners,
Subscribers, and Tenant Farmers
within the boundarlec of the‘ :

Sir W. W. Wynn’s Hunt
POINT-to-POINT

will be held at
OVERTON HALL. MALPAS

on

SATURDAY, MARCH 21st 1953
First Raee 2-30 p.m <

Five Races neluding—
HUNT CUP, i~
LADIES OPEN RACE,

THREF ADJACENT HUN
) RACES _
Adjacent Hunts a.re Cheshi
Forest, Flint and Denbigt
Shropshire Sg;un Shropsh




The annual Garden Parties/Fetes at Saint
Joseph’s College (The Beeches) in Tilston Road
were always very popular events. Coach
parties used to come to them from as far away
as Birkenhead (Saint Joseph’s was part of the
Roman Catholic Diocese of Shrewsbury, which
had its headquarters in Birkenhead). When
was the last time a Ladies’ Cockerel Race was
run in Malpas?!



THE BEECHES - MALPAS

Grand Garden Fete

SATURDAY, JUNE 28th, 1952

To be Opened by
Mrs. Rasbotham (Ebnal Grange)

at 2 pm.

~ Side-Shows, Pony Rides, Ladies’
Cockerel Race, Children’s Races,
Punch & Judy Show, etc.
Final of Lawn Tennis Tournament
(Entries of Mr. Cyril Taylor, “ Hilbre,”
Tilston Road, Malpas, not later than
Junz 21. Entrance Fee 5/- per eouple.)

DISPLAY OF IRISH DANG!NG
Children’s Fancy Dress Competition
to be Judeed Capt. -ndllu..
J. C. ‘Wolley Dod.

Garden party at The
Beeches, Malpas




PUBLIC NOTICES
NS NAANNNANAANANANNANANAANANAY
MALPAS NEW BOWLING CLUB.

A GRAND DANCE

to be neld i the
JUBILEE HALL- MALPAS,
WEDNESDAY, 30th 1AN. 1952
Danctng §pm tolam
 BILLY GIBBONS and ﬂis
ps Bmdmting BAND
 Tickets 3 6 (or pay ai door)
1ts at moderate charge.

BELEGT!ON of ‘MISS MALPAS
dt 10-30 0 m 4poroxX -

These clippings from the Chronicle illustrate two
popular Malpas sporting activities. The tennis courts
were on the levelled section at the top of the
Recreation Ground in Tilston Road.

TENNIS TROPHY FOR
MALEAS S

Miss Barbara Cartwright, captlain and secretary of the Malpas club.

with the Tarporley and District Mid-week Tennis League cup. Also in

the picture are Mr. and Mrs. H. Meredith, of rley. Mr. Meredith

hthedomrolthecup.ndhhwlfemudlhmm &

The ceremony took place on Wednesday last week at the Ju
Hall, Malpas.




THE CYNTHIA HANCOCK

SCHOOL OF DANCING

CLASSES will Commence |
e o e
wcmmﬁ;wm 'j .35

=

Many will remember Cynthia Hancock’s dancing school which was one
of the many which have run, and continue to run in the Jubilee Hall.



Miss Ida Jones was the headteacher of Malpas
Infants’ School. At this time it was still a Church of
England school, completely independent of the
Malpas Alport School. The original school was
housed in the wing purpose-built in 1833 onto the
original 1745 Alport School in Tilston Road. In 1874
a new infants’ school (now the Alport School
annexe) was built and the original school became
the infant headteacher’s house. In 1960, following
the opening of Malpas County Secondary School
(now the Heber High School), the Infants’ School
finally merged with the Alport School to form the
Malpas Alport Endowed Primary School (5-11
years), as it still is today. Miss Jones was elected
President of the Chester and District Teachers
Federation in March 1952. In May 1955 she became
the first woman to be elected as a Malpas parish
councillor but sadly died two months later.

INFANTS’ SCHOOL HEAD
MAY BE TEACHERS’
PRESIDENT




MARITAL MILESTONES




Wedding of Miss

Jacqueline lLeche
<95

1

-
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There are few local wedding photographs in the
Chronicle for 1952 & 1953. This may have been
because the newspaper did not generally send its
own photographers to weddings but maybe a
photographer could be paid for. This might explain
this photograph published in June 1952 where the
couple are both from better-off families. Miss
Helen Jacqueline Leche came from Stretton Hall
(near Tilston) and Mr Richard Buckmaster came
from London. Their wedding was in the Roman
Catholic Chapel which had been opened in 1950 at
St Joseph’s College (The Beeches) in Tilston Road.



5

MR. AND MRS. BICKLEY

There was always an interest in Golden (50%) Wedding
Anniversaries. The three couples shown here (left to right) are
Mr & Mrs Leonard Hewitt of Malpas High Street (September
1952), Mr & Mrs Charles Bickley of Wrexham Road (June 1953)

and Mr & Mrs Levi Edge (June 1953). Mr Edge was a retired
master tailor.




LOCAL GOVERNMENT



It 18 with deg: regret that we re-
cord the death Mr, Willlam Pavker,
formerly of 2, Oathills, Malpas, which |
occurred mddenly dat his daushter‘s:
home, 2, Church-street, Malpas, on
Tuesday., He was 76,

A native of Cuddington, Mr. Parker
m(ormnyywsmbusinmmm
as & bullder and contractor. He shared n

the business, known as Parker Bros,
with his brother, Mr. John Parker,
who dled four years ago. A Justice ofL
the Peace, Mr, W. Parker served as a
magisirate on the Broxton Bench from
1921 untii he was pilaced the
supplemental list at the age of 75.
1919, Mr, Parker was elected a
County councillot and repmsznted
Malpas on the authority for three
vears. He was a member of the Ad-
cammltt.ee for the County and
a member of the

*-!‘

 tion and the Malpas &wmgsoom- ; T@LA’IEW PARKER J'P

mittee. NOVEMBER 1952




CIVIL DEFENCE AND THE

WOMEN’S VOLUNTARY
SERVICE




JOINT MALPAS AND
TATTENHALL CIVIL
DEFENCE EXERCISE

MARCH 1953

' T
h le whose lives The exercise was under the direc-
Many people have reason to re- came some of the ({eogurmmy e e e T ReLil Eael

menber with gratitude the excellent g dit‘hmatfrlcken arep, Some Medlca) Officer, who, with Mr. L. N,
work done by members o the Women's W01 JEF% "R SO (Ui “gere dones (Chairman’ of Tarvin R.D.C.)
Voluntary Service in the 1ast WAX. mothers with bables and young chil- and several eounty officiald, watched
Now the Service~with many “veterans" dren, some were old and fratl, and ali- Inatitute, It was conducted by Mrs,

their hel to T Totty, W.VS. County Civil
of 1990-45 still in its ranks with thefr had & problem for pers wioe’ Ofter o {m £

old skill and practical experience--is ”"‘f‘ d ’
et at the door by reception Lanyon, W.V.8, CD. Officer for
preparing Itsell for any futwre emef- po)) The wounded vtrem?v atiended to Tarvin Riral District, and Mrs. C. Y.
geacy. at & Pirst-Ald post, the children were Willimms, W.V.8. Divislonal represen~
The W.V.S. provides most of the Mdto their mcja;i mm?- wt%m zogg :).au\we.t Central Cheshire, wag also
X . ah es were walting for them, and present. ,
volunteers r [he Wellare servis Lobigs were put into improvised crits  The exercise was thie climax of six
which form the larges OF 1% made from cloth slung over two chair months' courses of welfare lectures ab
Civi) Defence scheme, and in Cheshire pasia ™ The W.V.S, have clothing Tattenhall and Malpas, and will serve
they seem to be well advanced With gendts In each rest centre they run, to give volunleers some practical ex-
their training. This was shown when ond one room was set aside for those ence and to crystalise their i-aia-
members'from Tattenhall and MAIPAS gho needed an avercoat or a replace- ing for them, But the organisers hope
took part In & Welfare Servicts ment for a badly-forn garment, There 118 message will ﬁo further than that.
exerclse at Tattenhall on Tuesday, and were magazines and newspapers to.They find that the géneral public are
dealt capably with everything fTom pelp the arrivals to relax, and an Still apathetie about the work and
tackling an incendiary bomb (o pro- {nformation desk where they could training of the Clvil Defence Corps,
viding & bowl of water for a dog. seek advice on such problems as lost and they bope that news of such
Two teams of elght the first from ratlon baoks and cheque books, exercises wil create wider interest and
’I‘atlenhall' and e other from Through it &)l the canteen helpers encourage volunteers to come f
Malpas, went through the exercise gen: up a smooth service of hot, sooth-  Stressing importance of &
:gapfur?m, and other W.V.8, members {ng eups of tea, - training as these W.V.5. members

| Mted““ﬂcum‘." - RU2: . amty mmu : |
INCENDIARY BOMB.,  (RCCOEE }Eouly cAG o ey

- REST CENTRE, . :
For the exercise the Barbour , But, evéen Tattenhall was not safe would be willing to come forwar :
Institute was {ransformed Into @ rest (0M enémy action. A whistle biew help in an emergency, but they. don’s |
;e&'grc._d&nnhs had fallen on Mersey- {8 8 ﬁ!&%ﬁ&m 4 oigéeﬁghrus{ebo& w&mi“’%m person
and Crewe, and into the centre (o WOPREC, JUSt 1 Baetiof of ey e Bc,‘. i
the team -donned tin he and - Befare-

Members of Malpas and Tattenhall W.V.S. who took part in the C.D. exercise.

: stout mackintoshes and went out to stood In. m R moment "T"f-“i




DRAMA & MUSIC



The 1940s and 1950s were a ‘golden age’ for artistic and social
activities in Malpas. Those who participated and are still living
have fond memories of those days. The venues for these
activities were the Jubilee Hall, the Alport School, Saint Oswald’s
church, the Congregational and two Methodist churches/chapels,
and the Parish Hall. Of the last three in this list the Wesleyan
Methodist chapel has been demolished, the Primitive Methodist
chapel is now a private residence and the Parish Hall is no longer
available for public use.



There appear to have been two main factors which helped to hasten
the demise of this range of activities. Many residents had purchased
their first television sets in order to watch the broadcast of Queen
Elizabeth’s Coronation on June 2" 1953, After that many became
rather addicted to watching the ‘box’ and possibly became more
reluctant to venture out in the evenings to take part in other
activities. The other factor appears to have been the need to repair
the floor of the main room upstairs in the Jubilee Hall, which had
become unsafe soon after the Coronation. From May 1954 the room
was closed while fund-raising was undertaken to pay for re-laying the
floor. The Parish Hall provided an alternative venue for plays,
concerts, etc., but was unable to offer facilities to match those of the
Jubilee Hall.



The Head Teacher of the Alport Boys’ School from 1938 until
1944 and then of the combined Alport girls’ and boys’ school
from 1944, until he retired in 1958, was the legendary Herbert
Yates. He was also organist and choirmaster at Saint Oswald’s
church. Mr Yates, an indefatigable organiser, and others such as
Jack Peberdy, Tom Mercer, rector Guy Hepher and verger Richard
Harrison, were responsible for many musical and dramatic
events in Malpas from the time of the second World War into
the 1950s.

L to R: Richard Harrison — Tom Mercer - Herbert Yates with Alport
pupils on home made instruments - Reverend Guy Hepher



Rector Guy Hepher’s
Annual Productions



These pictures are from the Rector’s re-
writing of the classic pantomime
‘Cinderella’, produced over three nights
in the Jubilee Hall in January 1952. The
total audience was nearly 500.
Cinderella, shown centre, was played by
Margery Ball, one of the sisters of Jack
Ball who ran the greengrocer’s shop in
Church Street.




A scene during the finale. Chroviie «apsyast

FOLLOWING the topical pantomime last year, & mont

entertaining play with music is being presented at the
Jubilee Hall, Malpas, each evening this week (except
Monday) in aid of the Malpas Church fund.

It is not an easy production gomen trocsls camp, 45 0. and
to classify. for it could not be Hsary TL's camnp [P 1370,

described as a fairy play. & S0 (oo Bart i she marser of

pantomime or a revue, th 1‘2:!“- A'%“ﬂ The sy weng s
: wd A3 ung shows = glever
it contains clements of each. Se Sa 0 O ere - gmetraba:

Thete are frequent roferences oo Antnony Dag and his =ife are

in the play iself to the word mbvw-:&m‘lml"wla;u Kathienn

" pan-vue,” which is a clue to T rlm 4T auet,
its make up. [t has been Arrested
written in rhyme throughout, Then cames a lournsmens 41 which
and many of them are su 1O Wiliam Brerelols, Viclosr of & Joust,
well known tunes arrange Pucks uUp Ann mn‘s Tandkeyehiet |
Mr. H. C. Yates, the rousscal 00 5 5w e vinn

direct:cd 1"?;." an. d?l!‘}?e h:n ob &mfu &34‘“0."1:3" ucs‘y‘.u,

ver - bis tomb in LP53 to @ 1n e

snd producer is the Rector aa. e wed In 1625 ¢ by Jonn
. Leche). nil Puckering

(the R"'- C. .c' H'p""’ P ang mﬂ_)_l_wb:r. » 00gpe of achook |

1953
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The following year the Jubilee Hall was
not available for the Rector’s
production. The only viable alternative
venue was the, now sadly redundant,
Parish Hall alongside the Rectory Drive.
Here the pantomime was ‘The Story of
Richard Whittington’, with the cast of
six as shown in the photo. The two
characters on the left were played by
the Probin brothers Jack and Bill, who
will be remembered by many. The play
was presented cabaret style, with
supper being served. The Parish Hall
was a conversion in 1949 of the former
Rectory stables. Below left is the hall

standing derelict today. Below right is
how the interior looked in 1949.

rHE Malpas Parish Hall was

gaily decorated this week
or an unusua: event in its history, a
ince with a cabaret and supper. Tk}e
abaret is a one-act pantomime, again
.ritten py the Rector, in his own par-
.cular style, calied, “The Story of
..chard Whittington”, and the artistes
_¢ the Misses Marjorie Ball, Jean
aeredith, Kathleen Shenton, and
—aflel wnson and Messrs. Jack ana
clam Probin. The orchesmkﬁbn
o us by My, H. C. Yates, and tne|
_ cautitul scenery was by Mrs. Eliza-

'me..n Baxendale and Second-Lieut. |

David Hepher.
‘The laqaies
ing of the

upper
| Purcell and mss B
. Mrs. R




Malpas Evening Institute



Ui

|JUBILEE HALL MALPAS

TUESDAY to FRIDAY,
MARCH 25th, 26th, 23th, 28th,
at 7-30 prompt each evening,

MALPAS EVENING INSTITUTE
{(Music and Drama Section)

presents
The Gilbert and Sullivan Opera. .

“THE YEOMEN OF
THE GUARD”
(by permission of
 Bridget DOyly Carte).
~ SEATS .. 5/-, §/6, and 2/-.
|" Box Office at Rowland’s, Chemist,
. Malpas (Tel. Malpas 46).
Other enquires to H. C. Yates, Head-

5 )

THE Malpas Evening Institute

(Music and Drama section)

in the Jubilee Hail. ' This year they
crose “The Yeome: of the Guard."
This work stands alone among the

operas written and composed by Gil-
berl and Sullivan, inasmuch as it {s
more serioas in mood with a slory set
against Lhe romantic background of
the Tower of London and free from
that topsy-turyydom which we eall
Gilbertian, There is much humour
throughout, although sentiment pre-
dominates.

for a different outlook and a different
method from the other operas of the
serles, John C, Peberdy, who is the
master in English and Drama of the
Institute. was the producer, and is to
be congratulated on obtalning the

B

N S

rt Sehool, Malpas (Tel. 67).

right atmosphere.

presented another of its annual per- |}
formances of Gilbert and Sullivan 5 A
operas on Tuesday Lo Friday evenings | =

Consequently its production calls

John (‘Jack’) Peberdy




Malpas Amateur Dramatic Society



Uakcrort,
Malpas,
Ches.,
10th,0etober, 1952,
J.C.Feberdy, Esq.,
Hon,.Sec.lialpss Coronation Festivities,
Alport House,
M&lpas.

Dear Mr. Peberdy,
4t & committee meeting of

the Malpas Amateur Dramatic Society held
last Tuesday night, it was decided that the

ONE_ WILD OAT Two feu.dl.ng neighbours, a proceeds from the production of 'One Wild
barrister and a bookmaker, join forces to try and 0st' ie to be given to your committee,
prevent their secret pasts from coming back to fﬁ 3’;§a§g°f,‘f§‘§§§nn§;§t§;§§fes shink yon
haunt them. The plsy will be produced

on November 19th,20th & 21st, and it would

be much appreciated by our Bociety if the
 members of your committee will make a note

of these dates and gdvertise it to their

friends.

Yours faithfully,




MALPAS AMATEUR DRAMATIC
SOCIETY

will present.. -

“Hobson’s Choice”’

(a Lancashire Comedy by
~ H. Brighouse),
Produced by H. 1 Andrew,

S s
FEBRUARY 27th, 28th, and 29th.

- SEATS .. 4/- and 2/6 (Reserved),
_Seats Bookable at BICKLEY'S,

The Cross, Malpas (Tel No. 137).
~ Proceeds in aid of

"HOBSON'S CHOICE ™" was

Malpas Amateur Dramatic
Sotlety’s  ehoke, od a  very good
cholos, too for thetr produclion oo

195 2 | Wodnesday, Thursday and Friday, at
e Jubibss Hall, )

This entecinining comedy of lano-

eashirg 2Ufe was written * Horold

Beichouse, who Selonged Lo what uus
krown In those days. as ihe "Moo
ehcscer school' In she rorly days of

the r'; wriocy theatre,
, " - : : f the ‘Tomest) famiy wha R & Boor
HOBSON’S CHOICE Henry Hobson, a British widower, is the overbearing owner o shop I Suifocd, oan by the fother nnd

. . . . . f uzhtera. Hoogs

a shoe shop. His three daughters - Alice, Vicky and Maggie - work for him and all 42.:: ‘gét:%?":;:‘d%*;ﬁ"{m‘%ﬁ of
o 0 [+ rule £

each of his Lhree dsughlers G5Wn 1o

are eager to get out from under his thumb. When the headstrong Maggie eich of his Lhree dal v, 1o
eldest, rovolls  mareles he yeuang

announces she intends to marry Will, Henry's best employee, father and daughter L e R L )
as & boolakker. Jesvwg the  family:

shop aod opens & rival establisbanent

engage in an intense showdown. As Maggie works on launching a competing
Which atbracis those cuslcanirs wWho
ppeeciate craftsmonship, - The Tesull

business she also helps her sisters free themselves of their domineering father. AT



1953

THE MONKEY’S PAW is a based on a horror short story by
W W Jacobs. In the story, three wishes are granted to the
owner of The Monkey's Paw but the wishes come with an
enormous price for interfering with fate. MEET THE
FAMILY is a comedy of domestic life. It revolves around
the lives of the Singleton and Marsh families and their
staff, including a crooked butler!

“THE MONKEY'S PAW” AT MALPAS

lN place of their usual second

three-act play of the season,
Malpas Amateur Dramatic Society
presented two plays, “ The Monkey’s'
Paw,” a dramatisation by Louls N
Parker of a short story by W. W.
Jacobs, and “Meet the Family," by
John J. Melluish, in the Jubllee Hall

on Wednesday and Thursday.

The former tells the gruesome
story of a monkey's paw which
carries with It a curse, If the owner,
while holding lt in his hand, wishes
anything, L& is granted, but with
tragic results.
able skill in emotiona) acting on the
part of the five players to maintain
the tense atmosphere, and it Is a tri-
bute to Edith Jones. as Mrs. White.
and Lawrence J. Lloyd, as her hus- J
band, that they had the audience en-

mllmch.uthelraon.aa.f
orl(on'h.‘

Andrew, as

It required consider-

whose son s the lover of Singleton’s
daughter. Jack Probin was well

partnered him gracefully as his wife.
The part of Mrs. Marsh, a delightful|9
matron, whose misunderstanding
owing to her deafness was a source
ofgmgmmunenz;monedme
best in the play.
mdeldhunctmtlnmhm

The Singletons were unfortunate in
their staff of for the butler |}
was a crook., with an eye on his mis-
tress's diamond necklace, and Bll
maeﬁdthemnudmmg'

a unwllum m
crime. Bill Rich had a part fo his|]
Iiking. Sadie Piggott played the part

ul ummme gid.




Malpas Amateur Theatre Club



“Worm’s Eye View™ at Malpas

WORM'’S EYE VIEW is a play by R F
Delderfield. It is set in a family home
during World War Il. Their bitter landlady
is not pleased by five fighters from the
Royal Air Force who are staying there and
she re-directs unjustly her frustrations
against the family.

&
&
5
1

s
1952 . : i v N s o{ By

Mestioers o the Malpas Ameleur Theatre Club in ~ Worm's Eye Vi, the comedy by R. §. Delderfie

whics ram Jor $ir and 0 half years at the Whitehail Thealre, LORdOIl..:r whien is m its

ematear production al the Jubilee llall, Malpes, on Thursday, Friday Saturday this week. 4
wiil appear in nert weesk's “Chronicie”




Malpas Theatre Club in “The Man
from Toronto™

1953

THE MAN FROM TORONTO is a
British romantic comedy. After an
inheritance is left to them if they
marry, an Englishwoman and a
Canadian must meet for the first
time to investigate the other - with
comedic results.



The Alport School



During the 1950s the Headteacher of the Malpas Alport
Endowed School, which at the time of the Coronation was still
an ‘all-age’ school (pupils of 7-14 years of age), was Herbert
Yates. He was a very enterprising and imaginative teacher. One
of his great interests was the making of musical instruments
from a variety of unconventional materials. Groups of pupils
performing on these instruments gave many concerts and even
broadcast on BBC regional radio and television. The newspaper
cutting from the Daily Dispatch, which was a Manchester
newspaper, was kindly provided by lan Lawrence.



“The second part of the show was a
musical play in rhyme by children
of Class 3—the old story, ‘ The
Sleeping Beauty,” Iin five scenes,
original music and production by Mr,
Yates. Parts were taken by Ian
Lawrence (the Kln%) Margaret Goff
(Queen), Carol (Princess),
Raymond Taylor (Prlnce), Brian
Probin (Lord Chamberlain), Shella
Probin (Falry Quen), and Rita Kohlar
as the Wicked Fairy. Ofthers taking
part were Freda Passey, Hylma Crump,
Sheila Davies, Kathleen James,
Mildred Taylor, Sylvla Dodd, Florence
Jones. Evelyn Jones, Michael Chesters,
Leslie Gillott, and Michael Taberner.
The scenery, 'which was signed by 13-

ear-old Tommy Uttley and painted

him with the assistance of other
boys, deserved praise. Messrs. G. M,
Jones and Philip Steel (st,a.ge
managers), Miss C. L. Hughes, E. E
Jones, Messrs, L. J. I..loyd and E. J
Hales (stewards), Mrs. Perberdy
{wardrobe mistress), Mr R Harrison
(lighting), Misses mjorm Ball, E. E.
Jones and G. Ball (mahe-un) ’worked‘
hard behind the scenes.

1953

The finale of “ The Sleeping Beauty.”




MALPAS
ALPORT MUSICIANS GET
READY

The Alpor: school, which has been
tering Chester Mus.vat Festival sach
ar since 1935 (apart from the war
ars when ng Ic-;'WaL was held) is
tlu.s yvewer breakin now ground Oy
entering a complote instrumental
proiect showing the stages of musical
training followed normally in the
school.

This briefly consisis of rhythm train-
ing with the youngest group (age 7-8)
through the percussion band, a
xylophone combination of about 20
players (age 8-9) which demonstrates
training in rhythm_,Z melody and pitch,
followed by a group of children aged
10-11 playtng unison melodies on
bamboo pipes.

Then in the senior section the work
s represented by older scholars play-
ing more difficuit xylophone numbers,
and concludes by a band of eight or
nine players laying treble, alto,
tenor and bass boo pipes in four-
part music.

With the exception of the cussion
band mtl;ura::nts used by twenty
yers o e youngest group,
Eutrument.s are all school made, The
small xylophones have been made
quite recently by boys and girls of
&m 1 (a.ged 8-9) who are playing
em.

The project is under the direction

of the g;eadmutcr Mr, H. C. Yates.

S—
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SchOOI ‘slickers® make music with six-inch nails and old bottles

' THEY CAN HIT A TUNE OUT
OF ANYTHING

DISPATCH REPORTER =

PIKE JONES and his City Slickers have nothm ' on Mr. Herber
the headmaster, and his pupils at Alport S‘ ool Malpas, Cheshire.

They play anything from a six-inch na.ll to a piece ¢ firewood.
Take Leslie Gillott. He’s eleven. He plays “ Drml% o Me Only With Thing

Eyes” on a row of beer bottles.
Mr. Yates was making his own music:before' Spike Jone:

His father made him a plywood fiddle.. He made another &
out of a toffee tin. ‘And since then he’s played on every-
thing, including the kitchen sink. Now his pupils do the same.|

Sheila Davies, aged 10, hammers out “ Three Blind Mice ”|
on a string of six-inch nails. Rita Kollar, who is 11, ripples
“The Old Mill Stream ™ on a row of water pipes.

Edna Darlington, aged 13, and Margaret Lloyd, aged 14
play “Black-Eyed Susy ” on a wooden xylophone. Mr. Yates
can give you anything from “ Daisy” to “ Any Old Iron” oni]

pleces of an old bicycle framed}
Then there's eleven- vear-ol
Raymond Taylor, who plays tt
bicycle pump, and Franc
Brerton, aged 13, who ‘maki
music on a row of W\gs She
play firewood and slates. too. Ton
gwlev‘. aged 13, p\ays * Now is te

t Yates,

ity Slickers came to town

which' you ' p! wi 5
s%?f"ht:rsts' BBlyw S
orchestra is a ood ‘ce

a door-stop base. \

Latest idea \

Mr. Yates's latest idea is a Sl
classroom band equipped th
school-made Wwooden x{ioph
The pupils are making t!
lessons.

Already teams of pupils B
played at Chester music festiy

“1t gives the children s
exceptionally good musical sefile'§
says Mr, Yates. ﬁ

A

\ Tuning a home - made
three ply ’cello seems to be
‘a_serious matter with
eight - year - old Marjorie
Hitchenor at Alport Mixed
School, Malpas. But the
musical part of it is just
fun to her twin sister,
Margaret. Right: A
serenade on a banjo made
from plywood for Kay
Peters from Ian Lawrence.

L.
>

‘Duet for bottles and six#inch nails. Leslie Gillott contr
ibutes the tune on glass, while
Dorothy Finchett holds the nails for an obbligato from Sheila Davies,




FROM ACCESSION
TO CORONATION




His late Majesty King George the Sixth. A “ Chronicle **

photograph taken as the King was leaving Chester General

Station on. Dccmber Sth, 1950, when he visited the Royal
Dragoons as Colonel-in Chief,

King George VI succeeded to the
throne on December 11t 1936. He
died from a coronary thrombosis on
February 6% 1952 and was
succeeded by his daughter, our
present Queen Elizabeth.



THE NEW QUEEN
ACCOMPANIED BY PRINCE
PHILIP VISITED NORTH
WALES IN JULY 1953




MALPAS AND THE CORONATION: The general feeling
that Malpas should do something on a big scale to
celebrate the Coronation was expressed at a meeting of
Malpas Parish Council on Tuesday, when it was decided
that the Council should take the lead, as they did in
1937, and call a public meeting, inviting representatives
of all local bodies to discuss what form the activities
should take (Chester Chronicle September 6t" 1952).



MALPAS GOES AHEAD WITH PLANS FOR CORONATION: A
public meeting convened by Malpas Parish Council at the
Jubilee Hall on Thursday last week to consider Coronation
festivities in Malpas next year, made three decisions. It
was unanimously agreed that festivities should take place
in Malpas to commemorate the Coronation; that the
Parish Council should not be the controlling body; and
that a general controlling committee should only be
formed after it had been ascertained whether outlying
parishes were prepared to join in the Malpas proposals or
not (Chester Chronicle September 27t" 1952).



TARVIN RURAL DISTRICT COUNCIL.

J. L. VINCENT, WESTMINSTER BUI!ILDINGS,
PRINCIPAL RATING AND
FINANCIAL OFFICER. NEWGATE STREET,
TR YOUR REF.
TREEPHONE: M ESTER ALY = 7 o o o s s T o i (A2 S oo mre g e T e S e
(2 LINES) OUR REF. V/N/l97 CHEST E R.

4th March, 1953.

Dear S8ir,

Coronation Festivities

In reply to your letter dated the 28th February, 1953 I have
to inform you that so far as I am aware it is the intention of the County
Council to make a 2/- grant in respect of all children on the registers of
Primary and Secondary Schools.




COMMEMORATIVE CORONATION
MUGS OR BEAKERS WERE
PRESENTED TO SCHOOLCHILDREN
IN MOST COMMUNITIES ACROSS
THE COUNTRY. THIS SHOWS THE
DELIVERY NOTE FOR SAMPLES
SUPPLIED TO MALPAS
CORONATION FESTIVITIES
COMMITTEE AND THE ACTUAL
BEAKER PRESENTED TO |IAN
LAWRENCE. HE WAS A PUPIL AT
THE MALPAS ALPORT SCHOOL.

_‘ P
DELIVERY NOTE No. D768
Telephone : Chester 20956_

WARD JONES LTD.

(DIRECTORS : WARD JONES, E. K. JONES, D. N. HARROP)

Wholesale General Merchants
BOLD PLACE, CHESTER
' 3 1




It might seem surprising, in present times when local
newspapers include many photographs of local events (which
helps to boost their sales!), that there are so few pictures of
local Coronation celebrations in 1953. In those days most
photographs were taken by staff photographers employed by
the newspapers. They would not have been able to cover all of
the enormous number of Coronation celebration events — and
probably also wanted time off to take part in celebrations in
their own communities.



MALPAS — THE CARNIVAL: In glorious weather the Malpas
Carnival was held on Saturday, when the procession
formed up at Sunnyside, proceeded up Church Street and
High Street to St Joseph’s College, down Springfield
Avenue and up to the Rectory Lawn, where the Queen,
Miss Elsie Darlington, was crowned by Mrs Hepher, who
presented her with a souvenir necklace. The Queen’s train-
bearers were Wendy Cocker, Kathleen Evans, Trevor Gillott
and Fred Huxley, and her ladies-in-waiting were Thelma
Passey, Sheila Probin, Margaret Lloyd, Gillian Lightfoot,
Edna Darlington and Maureen Barlow. Sceptre bearer,
Tom Uttley, and Sword bearer Bobby Bradley. The Crown
bearer was Lawrence Pridding and the Herald Roy Wynne
(Chester Chronicle June 13t 1953).

MALPAS

CARNIVAL QUEEN

Elsie

- ﬂm

HES <

Darlington, 14-year-old
daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Darl;'p&;

of Sunnyside, Malpas,
Mrs. Hepher
becrawaedhr

fc ';i-_aat e Rectory on
= ”by" Ulototha'lachooll_

s of the Alport School.
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CORONATION DAY began
with a midnight celebration c

of Holy Communion, with ?
hymns, at which there was a large
congregation. . Mr. Yates Wwas the
organist. The Rector also officiated at
three other early services, and the bell-

ringers rang a peal. ~

Four television sets had been In-
stalied in the Jubilee Hall and Parish
Hall. and all day long these places
were packed with silent viewers.

A sumpfuous tea was provided for
all children in the School dining hall,
and each was presented with a
souvenir cup and chocolate. The older
people—women. Over sixty-five years
and men over seventy—recelved a cup
and saucer. Sports for the “ under-
eights "—the other sports will be held .
to-morrow (Saturday)—were organised
by Miss Ida Jones, headmistress of the
Infants’ School, assisted by the Misses
M. Ball, Muriel Wilson, J. Bickley, and
K. M. Shenton, but the event was
marred by the weather. -

CHESTER CHRONICLE JUNE 6™ 1953

' dock, treasurer; Mr. J. C.

w)teen 1_’ ;

After the broadcast by Her Majesty,
a gigantic bonfire, prepared under the
supervision of the Rector and Mr. T.
Crawford, was lit in ‘the Rectory
Terrace. Dancing - followed in the j
Jubilee Hall, and free refreshments,
hot sausages on rolls, ; b
cakes, tea and bheer were 1 in the
Parish Hall to hundreds of men,
women, and children. _ |

The Coronation Committee consisted
of: Mr. H. Bussey, chairman; Mr. H. C.
Yates, vice-chajrman; Mr. F. N. Crad-

secretary; Mr. J. Davies, Col. Grubb,
Rev. Wm. Walker, Father Puts, Messrs.
John Evans, Herbert Lewis, P. Robin-
son, O, Willlams, T. Crawford, R. Ince,
Mrs. Hepher, Miss I. M. E, Jones, M
Giliott, Mrs. Peberdy, Mrs, |

Women's Institute




TWO MEN WHO DID MUCH FOR MALPAS
DURING THEIR LIFETIMES WERE NORMAN
CRADDOCK (LEFT) AND JACK PEBERDY
(RIGHT). THEY WERE TREASURER AND
SECRETARY RESPECTIVELY OF THE MALPAS
CORONATION FESTIVITIES COMMITTEE. WE
ARE GRATEFUL TO THE FAMILIES OF BOTH OF
THEM FOR MAKING IT POSSIBLE FOR US TO
SEE THE RECORDS OF THE COMMITTEE. TWO
EXTRACTS FROM THOSE RECORDS ARE
SHOWN IN THE FINAL SLIDE.




THIS IS THE LAST PARAGRAPH OF THE FINAL REPORT TO THE
CORONATION FESTIVITIES COMMITTEE IN SEPTEMBER 1953.
PERHAPS IT SAYS IT ALL!
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Whigt Drives. Hire of Halls.
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CORONATION FESTIVITIES COMMITTEE

For our final celebration, the clouds
relented, cleared away, and the sun shone on a
most colourful scene, On behalf of the Committee
a Procession and Carnival was organised by the
Carnival Committee, The Procession was one of the
best supported ever in Malpas and provided plenty
of interest as it wended its way through the
streets to the Rectory Lawn., A very varied
programme of events was watched by a very large
crowd and while the emphasis wes once again on

the children, everyone , young &nd old, had a

thoroughly enjoyable time, This was crowned by

a Whist Drive and Open Air Dance,

A Malpas man, with years of experience of
organising events has put it on record that there
never hes been such an Open Air Dance, He estimates
that st one time there were over 366 people taking
part, The flood-l1lit lawn on a beautiful summer
evening, aided by the cup that cheers, a 'hot'
Dance Band and an M.C, who showed enthusiasm as
well as efficiency, all joined together to make
the last event of the week perhaps the best of

the week, In the words of two 0.A.P. on their
way home late on the Saturday night - '"Never were
such celebrstions seen in Malpas, thank you very
much",




